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B etty Gene Gainer Taylor, 95, of Collierville, TN, passed away peacefully on

April 19, 2026, at Story Point Retirement Community and is now present with
her Savior, Jesus Christ, in her heavenly home.

 

Betty was born Veteran’s Day, November 11, 1930 in Dallas, Texas to J.M. Gainer and
Violet Pauline Gainer.  She graduated from Adamson High School and then attended

a Dallas business school.  Betty married John Sidney Taylor at 19 and they were
married almost 60 years until he went home to be with the Lord.  Betty dedicated

her early life to nurturing their 3 young children.   She pursued a short-time banking

career at Preston State Bank in Dallas, TX as the children became older to assist with
college expenses.

 
In Dallas,  Betty and John taught children’s Sunday School for many years, served as

church camp counselors and sang in the Sanctuary Choir at First Baptist Church. 

After being transferred to Memphis with John’s job, they attended  First Evangelical
Church and later Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis where Betty is still a

member.
 

Betty was a loving “Memaw” to her 24 Grand and Great-Grandchildren.   It delighted
her and “Papa” to be with their family, especially for holidays.  They loved having the

grands spend the night and then cooking waffles for them the next morning.   She

loved cooking for everyone at family gatherings,
working in their yard and sewing.  She sewed many important garments with love for

our family for special occasions including baby dedication dresses, wedding veils,
Mother-of-the-Bride/Groom dresses, Bridesmaid dresses, Easter dresses, costumes

for school plays and school clothes.
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Betty was truly a Proverbs 31 woman...(v.26,28,31)
“She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her

tongue...Her children
arise and call her blessed...Honor her for all her hands have done, and let her works

bring her praise at the city gates.”

 
Betty is survived by her children Julianne Fancher (Ken) Cordova, TN, Rebecca Lynn

Cottle (Bill) Sugar Land, TX , John Sidney Taylor Jr. (Pam) Collierville, TN; her
brother Robert Wayne Gainer, Cordova, TN, Sister, Susan Gaye Little (Larry)

Granbury, TX; 24 Grand and Great-Grandchildren and many special nieces and

nephews.
 

Betty was predeceased by her husband of almost 60 years, John Sidney Taylor and
brother, James Morgan Gainer Jr. (Carol).

 

There will be a private family graveside service and a Celebration of Life is planned
for later.  In lieu of flowers, any donations may be made to Second Presbyterian

Church, Poplar Avenue, Missions Program or St. Jude Hospital.
“Yes my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from Him.”  Psalm 62:5
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Graveside

Memorial Park Cemetery

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119
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Friday, April 24, 2026

2:00 PM CT
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AC Alice Campbell lit a candle in honor of Betty.

Alice Campbell lit a candle in memory of Betty Taylor

April 23 at 1:13 PM

AC Alice Campbell posted:

Truly a Proverbs 31 light to this world! It is hard to choose a favorite memory so I must share

three... the three closest in my thoughts today. First having a lunch together with Betty and John as

lovely kind neighbors when we into houses directly across the street. We sat in their kitchen

together. It was a good visit!! Next I remember her sharing a loaf of her absolutely fabulous,

wonderful sourdough bread she generously shared at holidays ... obviously made with love! And

last when she and I enjoyed a meal together at her last home and then watch a series segment of

The Queen. In all my memories and in every picture I have ever seen, Betty is smiling and has a

special twinkle in her eyes. Her presence fixed just so. A beautiful, totally proper, Christian lady

who loved her family. And a wonderful light to her family and all who spent any time with her. RIP

Betty, I am glad you are again in heaven!

April 23 at 1:12 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Betty by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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